Appendex 3: How To Configure and Use Text-to-Speech in Windows XP
Ref: Microsoft web site (http://support.microsoft.com/kb/306902)
SUMMARY

Text-to-Speech (TTS) capabilities for a computer refers to the ability to play back text in a spoken voice. This article describes how to configure and use text-to-speech in Windows XP. 

TTS is the ability of the operating system to play back printed text as spoken words. An internal driver, called a TTS engine, recognizes the text and using a synthesized voice chosen from several pre-generated voices, speaks the written text. A TTS engine is installed with the operating system. Additional engines are also available through third-party manufacturers. These engines often use a certain jargon or vocabulary; for example, a vocabulary specializing in medical or legal terminology. They can also use different voices allowing for regional accents such as British English, or speak a different language altogether such as German, French, or Russian. 

The Text-to-Speech tab in the Speech tool in Control Panel presents the options for each TTS engine. See the individual Help topics for specific help. In addition to the general options, each engine can have a different set of specific features. For that reason, not all the resulting dialog boxes will look the same. It is possible that no special features have been included and some of the properties buttons will not have an associated dialog box.

Configure Text-to-Speech Options

Determine the Selected TTS Voice or Engine

To determine the selected Text-to-Speech voice, follow these steps: 

	1.
	Click Start, click Control Panel, and then double-click Speech. 

On the Text-to-Speech tab, the displayed name in the Voice selection drop-down list is the currently active voice. 

	2.
	Click Preview Voice to hear the active voice. The text is spoken and the words are highlighted as they are spoken. 


Preview TTS Voice

To preview the Text-to-Speech voice, follow these steps: 

	1.
	Click Start, click Control Panel, and then double-click Speech. 

On the Text-to-Speech tab, the displayed name in the Voice selection drop-down list is the active voice. 

	2.
	Click Preview Voice to hear the currently selected voice. The text is spoken and the words are highlighted as they are spoken. 

	3.
	During playback, Preview Voice will change to Stop. Click Stop to interrupt the voice playback. 


NOTE:You can change the text to be read by the Preview Voice by highlighting the text and typing in new text. These changes are not permanent and when you reopen Speech properties or select a different voice, the text will reset to the default. 



Change the TTS Voice or Engine

To change the Text-to-Speech voice or engine, follow these steps: 

	1.
	Click Start, click Control Panel, and then double-click Speech. 

	2.
	On the Text-to-Speech tab, the name displayed in the Voice selection drop-down list is the active voice. 

	3.
	Click the active voice inside the drop-down list, or use the arrow to display a list of available voices. 

	4.
	Click a new voice to select it. 

The newly selected voice speaks the text in Preview Voice box. 

	5.
	Click OK or Apply to accept the new voice. 


Notes: 

	•
	A Text-to-Speech voice is closely associated with a particular speech engine. It may not be clear from the displayed name which language a voice is using. After selecting a speech engine or voice, test the voice and language by clicking Preview Voice. 

	•
	The language or voices supported by a speech engine may not be obvious from the engine's displayed name. Refer to the specific user's guide for detailed information about the engine. This includes not only the language supported, but also the lexicon purpose. The lexicon purpose indicates whether it is a general grammar or jargon specific to a profession such as legal or medical. 

	•
	Microsoft does not provide additional speech engines (voices), but a number of third-party products are available that support the new Microsoft Speech API. For information on these products, visit the following Microsoft Web site:

http://www.microsoft.com/speech/evaluation/thirdparty/engines.mspx (http://www.microsoft.com/speech/evaluation/thirdparty/engines.mspx)


Change TTS Voice Rate

To change the Text-to-Speech voice rate, follow these steps: 

	1.
	Click Start, click Control Panel, and then double-click Speech. 

	2.
	Select the Text-to-Speech tab. 

	3.
	Move the Voice speed slider to change the rate of the Text-to-Speech voice. By default, it is set to Normal. 

	4.
	Click Preview Voice to hear the currently selected voice at the new rate. The text is spoken and the words are highlighted as they are spoken. 


To Change the Text-to-Speech Volume

To adjust the volume output levels, follow the procedure below. Note that not all devices support this option in the same way. Some devices will not support volume control and the Volume button will be unavailable. Other devices may use their own display. In those cases, follow the instructions presented on the screen or documented separately with the engine. 

	1.
	Click Start, click Control Panel, and then double-click Speech. 

	2.
	On the Text-to-Speech tab, click Audio Output, and then click Volume. 

	3.
	A volume control mixer will be displayed. Adjust the appropriate device to the required level. 


